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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Special Report —“Regarding Report 14 — Unassisted Failure” — Tabling 

HON MAX TRENORDEN (Agricultural) [3.06 pm]: I am directed to present a special report of the Standing 
Committee on Public Administration titled “Regarding Report 14 — Unassisted Failure”. 

[See paper 5228.] 

Hon MAX TRENORDEN: The Standing Committee on Public Administration’s special report should be of 
grave concern to honourable members of this chamber and the citizens of Western Australia. In January this 
year, the Auditor General wrote to the committee complaining that the fourteenth report contained inaccuracies 
and misunderstandings. We wrote back and asked the Auditor General to itemise his concerns and explain them 
to us in detail. His detailed response is included in the appendix of the special report. We also asked the Auditor 
General to attend a public meeting to answer our questions. We were so troubled by the Auditor General’s 
refusal to give us evidence and his attitude before the committee that we immediately tabled a special report 
about the hearing. That special report is currently before the Select Committee of Privilege. 

The special report that I table today carefully analyses the available evidence about the Auditor General’s 
conduct regarding Western Power over the last six years. It also carefully considers the Auditor General’s 
detailed responses to the committee. I regret to advise the house that, if anything, the committee is more 
concerned about the conduct of the Auditor General now than it was in June this year. Put simply, the special 
report finds that the Auditor General has failed to meet the standards laid down for him by the Auditor General 
Act 2006. It also finds that he has failed to meet the requirements of the special relationship that should exist 
between his office and his only client, the Parliament of Western Australia. It is not acceptable for the Auditor 
General to refuse to conduct a performance audit on an entity because a parliamentary inquiry is already taking 
place into that entity and then refuse to give the committee information in his possession that is relevant to the 
inquiry. What makes the situation even more troubling is that section 23 of the Auditor General Act 2006 allows 
the Auditor General the power to give us the information. That is added to the fact that the Auditor General was 
criticised by the committee for inaccuracies and misunderstanding; members will begin to understand why this 
committee has the concerns it has expressed in this special report.  

There are still unanswered questions about the Auditor General’s treatment of Western Power over the last six 
years. The only recommendation in the special report is for the Legislative Council to require the Auditor 
General to answer these questions, including disclosing all relevant evidence that he has in his possession.  

Motion 

Hon MAX TRENORDEN: I move —  

That the report be adopted and agreed to.  

Debate adjourned on motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House). 

Special Report — Erratum —“Unassisted Failure” — Tabling 

Hon Max Trenorden presented a special report of the Standing Committee on Public Administration being an 
erratum to report 14 in relation to “Unassisted Failure”. 

[See paper 5229.] 
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